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Letter from The Vicarage  February 2017 

Saint Valentine 

Walk into a shop this month and your attention is drawn to  Valentine's Day. Gifts  and heart 
shaped cards on full display. Although  people have heard of this day, do we know the 
background to it? Valentine's Day comes from the story of Saint Valentine who has been 
commemorated in the Church since the year 496, established by Pope Gelasius, who 
included Valentine's name in a list of  those whose names are justly reverenced among men, 
but whose acts are known only to God. 
All that is reliably known of Saint Valentine is his name, that he was martyred  on 14th 
February 270 AD, and buried in a cemetery on the Via Flaminia in Rome. 

In the days of Valentine, in 3rd century Rome, the Roman Emperor Claudius had ordered all 
citizens to worship twelve pagan gods, and made it a crime, punishable by death, to 
associate with Christians.  Valentine was a Christian and a priest and dedicated to the 
teachings of Christ. Not even the threat of death could keep Valentine from practicing his 
beliefs.  Valentine  married couples, which he had to do in  secret, because Christian 
religious practices were illegal. 

Valentine was eventually caught by the Roman authorities, imprisoned and tortured for 
performing Christian marriage ceremonies, against the commands of the Emperor.  He was 
sentenced to a three part execution of a beating, stoning, and finally decapitation. 

Valentine was in prison, awaiting his execution,  one of the men who was to judge 
Valentine, Asterius, had a daughter. Julia,  who was blind from birth. Recognising that 
Valentine was an educated man Asterius asked him to teach his blind daughter,.Valentine 
read  stories  to her of Rome's history, described the world of nature, taught her arithmetic 
and told her about God.  
Valentine, does God really hear our prayers? Julia asked him. 
Yes, my child, He hears each one. 

Every morning and every night I pray that I might see.   I want to see everything you've told 
me about! 

God does what is best for us if we believe in Him, Valentine said. 

They sat quietly together, praying.   Suddenly there was a brilliant light in the prison cell.   

Overjoyed, Julia shouted,Valentine, I can see!  

Afterwards Valentine wrote her a note encouraging her to continue to trust and believe in 
God and signed it, From Your Valentine. 

The next morning Valentine's sentence was carried out, February 14, 270 A.D., near a gate 
that was later named Porta Valentini in his memory.   He was buried at what is now the 
Church of Praxedes in Rome.   It is said that Julia planted a pink-blossomed almond tree 
near his grave.   Today, the almond tree remains a symbol of abiding love and friendship. 
Today cards are sent to those we love and simply signed From Your Valentine 



4 
 

 Christianity was legalised 43 years after his death and following the martyrdom of 
countless, nameless others, who died rather than renounce their faith. 

Although the reasons for sending Valentine Cards are not the same as orginally intended, 
the name of Valentine is kept alive, something Valentine could never have dreamed of  in 
the 3rd century when he was in prision awaiting execution for practicing his faith. 

As we reflect on Valentine we are moved by his courage and willingness to pay the ultimate 

price for  his faith and beliefs. His life truly shows the cost of discipleship.  May we be 

encouraged by his example and find courage to live and share our faith today.                                          

Geoff  

 

LENT 2017     here are some dates for your diary for Lent_ 

1. The Churches Together in Pocklington Lent Course: 
Tuesdays at 7.30pm at Pocklington Christian Fellowship commencing 7th March 
Thursdays at 11.00am at All Saints Pocklington commencing 9th March 
(The Thursday sessions are a repeat of the Tuesday sessions, providing a choice of day and 
time) 
  
2. Tuesdays during Lent. 
Revd Rachel Wilson will lead a weekly Reflection in the Lady Chapel at All Saints, 
Pocklington. This will be held at 12 noon and will last just 15 minutes, beginning on Tuesday 
7th March. The theme 'Ways of Praying' will enable us to reflect on the life, legacy and 
spiritual character of six influential Christians, including both well-known and lesser known 
Saints and modern interpreters of traditions of prayer and spirituality.  
  
  
3. Lent commences on Ash Wednesday 1st March with Holy Communion at All Saints 
Pocklington at 8.00am and 7.00pm 
 

Pocklington Group of Churches Pastoral Team  

The Pastoral Team is available to visit the bereaved, those who are ill, the housebound, or 
anyone who would like someone to talk to .This is an important part of the Church’s 
ministry and mission but we can only visit those we know about. So if you, or anyone you 
know, would welcome a visit from a member of the church family, please contact us and we 
will arrange for a member of the Pastoral Team to visit. 
 

The deadline for the March  edition is  Monday 20th February  and 

should be emailed to: davidcbrown5@hotmail com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        



 
 

 

You  

                 

Tuesday, 3rd January was our Party Afternoon. We started the New Year with a celebratory 
drink of sherry or a glass of orange. During the course of the afternoon Dot Townley read 
"Nathaniel, The Shepherd" from "The Greatest Burger ever Sold" and Ken read from "A 
Wayne in a Manger" by Gervaise Phinn and "God Worra Yorkshireman" All the readings 
were very amusing and they put religion in a different light. We finished off by having a 
Quiz and then our nibbles and cake together with a cup of tea or coffee. It was a lovely 
afternoon of fun and fellowship. 
 
On Tuesday, 7th February we shall be holding our Annual General Meeting. Please make 
every effort to attend as we need your views and comments. 

 

With many Blessings 

Josie Penter  

                                                                                        

 

As far as possible, we try to incorporate a story into our Little Saints sessions.  We tell 

stories with pictures cut from magazines or hand drawn, we use preschool picture books 

about our favourite characters and animals – perhaps to illustrate how good it is to share or 

look after one another, and we try to look at our toddler Bible as much as we can.  We 

usually use one of 3 Bibles which I have found most useful as the stories are short and to 

the point and have lovely illustrations – the Candle Bible for Toddlers, The Early Readers 

Bible (Zonderkidz) and My First Bible Stories (igloo).   This term we are using our Bible a 

little more and looking at Friends of God – those characters we meet perhaps only once or 

maybe time and time again, that show us how much 

they loved and trusted God and how we can be God’s 

friend too. It also means we look at stories from the 

Old Testament too and don’t just focus on, what are 

often the more straightforward stories of, the New 

Testament.  

Abraham and Sarah were our first Friends of God.  

We listened to how God asked them to leave their lovely house in the big city and take their 
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tents and walk – not knowing where they were going or why.  Abraham and Sarah had so 

much love for God and trusted him so completely that they did as He asked, taking as much 

with them as they could, but leaving most behind.  I asked the children what they would 

find difficult to leave behind and you’ll be refreshed to hear that apart from one TV there 

wasn’t a mention of an XBox or Playstation.  One little boy said his sister (I don’t know if it 

had crossed his mind that this was an option but he seemed to have decided against it) but 

the most common response was a favourite cuddly toy or doll – something the children 

loved very much, comforted them and helped them to feel safe. If this was asked of us, how 

good would we be at leaving most of our possessions behind I wonder? It’s quite a scary 

thought isn’t it?  Abraham and Sarah so easily exchanged their comfortable lives for the 

happiness of spending nights under the stars until they reached the place God wanted them 

to be.  They were rewarded with scenes of beautiful valleys and tumbling streams. I’ve 

never really been materialistic, but I think I would struggle with 

leaving my comfy bed, my garden and the thought of a nice soak in 

the bath every night.  Could I do it if it was asked of me?  I like to 

think so but in honesty I’m not so sure. It didn’t seem to worry the 

children very much and I get the feeling that they would trust in 

God a lot more easily and quickly than us adults.  

We also listened to the story of Naaman, that poor Roman soldier 

who had spots on his skin that were very sore and itchy and 

plagued him every day. He had a good friend who told him to see 

Elisha and that with God’s help, he would make him better. We had a little puppet of 

Naaman and we took him off to see Elisha and after much thought, and quite a lot of doubt, 

he did as he was told and submerged himself several times in our river of blue cloth.  As the 

children helped me count to 7 Naaman’s skin was made better.  This act of baptism had 

washed away what was bad and Naaman became a friend of God.   

I like this story.  It’s such a simple story of doubt, trust and belief. Naaman wasn’t sure that 

God had got this right, it sounded a bit crazy. But Naaman became a friend of God and his 

trust and belief were rewarded.  

Being a friend of God always seems a real paradox to me.  God often asks things of us that 

seem very difficult but at the same time seem to require the simplest responses….’Let this 

go and trust me and I will make it better’ or ‘Leave all this behind and I will replace it with 

something much more precious – even if you can’t see it now’ or ‘You might not 

understand this just now but trust me and one day you will’. We often come out of 

situations don’t we and say ‘Oh well, it wasn’t meant to be’, or ‘maybe it was for the best 

after all’ and feel glad with how things have worked out in the end.  Perhaps trusting God is 

as much an issue of timing as it is the result – of being patient and working to God’s time 

and not ours – something we ask of our children every day, to work to our time and not 
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theirs, to be patient and not rush the outcome…they’re much more practiced at it then we 

are.  Once again we’re taught to come to Christ as children. 

 

Dear God, Thank you for Bible stories.  Stories that tell us how you love us.  Help us to 

trust you and to be a good friend to you and to each other.  Amen. 

Kirsty 

 

 

Life Giving Water. 

Rising from a spring high in the misted hills 
It dances and sparkles to the valley below, 
And wherever it flows fresh life it brings 
To frogs and fishes and brown bank voles. 
Then, bubbling over pebbles stones and gravel 
It transforms them into smooth glittering gems. 
On its banks green willows grow tall and stout,  
While into its waters the kingfisher’s wings 
Flash blue as she dives for her meal of trout. 
Ever downward this stream continues to travel,  
Refreshing and cleansing where e're it flows. 

So too the Spirit of Our loving God 
Out pours Himself from His throne above 
To satisfy the hungry and thirsting soul 
With the healing waters of His refreshing love. 
The same Love who, dying on the cross on high,  
Himself thirsted for water, yet, oh! so much more 
He thirsts for  souls, for you  and I. 

 
         Paddy. 

 

                         The front cover of the magazine is always in colour and if you have a suitable 

photograph or painting of local interest that could adorn an issue, then please send it on to 

me. Also if you would like to write a piece for the magazine I would be pleased to include it 

–it could be about a town or church that you visited, a local event, a craft activity. 

Please have a word if you are uncertain as to whether it would appropriate. 

               The Magazine is printed each month in the office. However it is also on the  
Church's website to download (along with the bi-monthly Link) 
                                          www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org 
 

http://www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org/
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East Anglia pilgrimage by Rodney Nicholson 

 

AT the end of January I make my, now annual, “pilgrimage” to Suffolk to stay with my friend 

Alan. He and I were students together in the 1960s and kept in close touch in my early years 

in the ordained ministry. Alan held an important post in the Home Office and was himself 

ordained many years later. Our friendship continued when he married and had three 

children, even though we lived 200 miles apart. When, however, I married and our family 

came along, the annual Christmas card became our only contact. Twenty-five years later a 

letter arrived, in November 2014, saying that Alan’s beloved wife Sharon had died of cancer 

and that her funeral would be in the village church in Gislingham (between Stowmarket and 

Diss) in a week’s time. I decided that, rather than go to the funeral, I would visit Alan in the 

new year, if he liked, when I could have more time with him on his own. 

 The weekend was a success. We stood by Sharon’s grave in the churchyard, enjoyed 

a country walk, reminisced over meals with plenty of humour and enjoyed a pub lunch with 

a former curate. “Do you want to go to Sunday early morning Communion?” Alan asked 

me. “No, thank you,” I replied. “I want to go to a mid-morning service where there will be 

music, a sermon and fellowship over coffee afterwards”. In fact there was a parish 

breakfast that particular Sunday. Last year’s visit followed a similar programme, as will this 

year’s. The pilgrimage includes Tuesday Morning Prayer in Gislingham church, which is one 

of a group of nine country parishes under one female vicar. 

 With the convenience of trains (using advance booking) and buses, I can make the 

trip inexpensively. In fact, I stay the night with another Alan and his wife Val on the way. 

They live in a village called Clenchwarton, near Kings Lynn, which is reached by bus to York, 

train to Peterborough, bus to Kings Lynn and finally the Spalding bus to Clenchwarton. Alan, 

to whom I was best man, was ordained in the same year as me. We too saw one another in 

those early years, but then had little contact. Had it not been for Sharon’s death, I would 

not be seeing him and Val in January, although we do now also meet in June for a reunion 

at our old theological college, Ridley Hall, Cambridge. 

 This long rigmarole leads to the subject of friendship. Some people are good at 

keeping friends, perhaps for a lifetime. Others, like me, let friendships slip, being 

preoccupied with current friends in the parishes where I serve. Like all good things, 

friendship may require an effort to be maintained, or renewed, but a deep friendship is 

worth it. True friendship is one of God’s choice gifts. 

 At the same time, there may be no disgrace in letting a friendship die. We may walk 

with someone for a particular stage of our life, but then our interests diverge and we form 

other friendships. I once had a book of services for all sorts of occasions, including a divorce 

and also the ending of a friendship, although I never used it. Maybe in our contemplative 

moments, we might ruminate on past and present friendships, thanking God for them both. 

I                                                                                             
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St Mary & St Joseph’s School Development Fund 

In the community and Parish of St Mary & St Joseph’s in Pocklington, we are trying to raise 

funds for our Primary School’s Development Fund. 

Many of you will know that we have a little Catholic Primary School in Pocklington, on the 

site next door to the Infant School, at the end of Maxwell Road.  It is a flourishing and 

happy school for children from ages 4 to 11 with just over 100 pupils on roll. 

Our school, like all Catholic schools and many Church of England schools, is Voluntary 

Aided.  This means that, although it is a state funded school, the Diocese contributes to the 

building costs.  In return for these contributions, Voluntary Aided schools have a greater 

influence over the running of the school, such as the appointment of Foundation Governors 

and more control over admissions.    

The school and Parish community have to raise 10% of any capital expenditure -that is any 

money spent on the building, on the playground, on the boiler- the list goes on and on, and, 

of course, the costs soon mount up.  For example, three years ago we were lucky enough to 

receive a government grant of £60,000 to upgrade our little kitchen.  What a difference it 

made!   For the first time in years we were able, once again, to cook fresh meals on site for 

the children.  But the governors had to find £6,000 towards that cost. 

As you can imagine, the raising of these funds is a constant on-going need - just as the 

building needs are constant and on-going.  But our real dream is to try and raise money 

towards a new school hall.   Our school, like so many built in the 1960’s, was catering for a 

much smaller number of children.  Fifty years ago there were less than 50 children in the 

school, now there are more than 100.  Over the years we have managed to expand to meet 

the growing numbers, with an extra classroom and cloakrooms; more staff and office 

accommodation; and greater playground areas.  The one area we have not managed to 

change yet is the school hall.  We have an architect’s plan -we have huge hopes for our 

children-  but we are still a long way off finding the money, which could be more than 

£600,000 !    

So every fund-raising event, such as Phil Gilbank’s Talk in All Saints on 24th February, is a 

step in the right direction. 

Rowan Blake-James 
 
01759 302519 
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Jump on Board! 
Do you, or someone you know, need help getting to the doctors, hospital, opticians, 
shopping or just to visit a friend? 
Local charity Beverley Community Lift is expanding its volunteer community car service into 
the Pocklington area, to help local elderly, disabled, and rurally isolated people to get out 
and about.  
The charity has been operating in Beverley for over 46 years and also offers a similar service 
in and around Market Weighton. 
If you would like to use this car service in Pocklington or surrounding villages, please call 
Beverley Community Lift on 01482 868082 and register your interest. 
Volunteer drivers are urgently needed to get this new service up and running. Full training 
will be given to volunteer drivers, and you just give as much or as little time as you can. If 
you would like to volunteer and help people in your local community, please call 0148 
868082 or email: info@bclift.org.uk. 
 

Marie-Louise Robinson 

Bid Writer & Marketing Assistant 

Beverley Community Lift 
 

mailto:info@bclift.org.uk
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The error of referendums    by Rodney Nicholson 

VIRTUALLY every news broadcast since June 23rd has covered the fall-out from the EU 
referendum, which is tragic. There are other more important matters such as our planet’s 
warming up dangerously, the worldwide refugee problem and the wholesale abuse of 
human beings – and animals. Similarly at home, other issues need more attention: mental 
health (thankfully receiving greater priority now), housing and social care. Europe occupies 
a disproportionate degree of our time. 

 Referendums are, I believe – from a Christian standpoint – a bad idea. The 
Archbishop of York made this point seven months ago. A referendum ignores both human 
sin and human ignorance. First: human sin. Men and women are wonderfully made – the 
crown of God’s creation and the apple of his eye – but also sinful. Sin, or self-centredness 
warps our judgement. The Prayer Book makes no bones about the reality of evil, or sin. 
When, therefore, politicians talk loftily about the will of the people, it needs to be added 
that those people are sinful, as well as beautiful. Their opinion is of limited value. Whether, 
therefore, it is over Europe, same-sex marriage, policies about criminal justice or whatever, 
parliament should decide – not the public. 

 Is not parliament, however, comprised of sinners too? Yes, but another biblical 
principle applies here. We are to respect those in authority – unless they have abused that 
trust – whether they belong to our preferred party or not. In this country members of 
parliament are freely and democratically elected and can be voted out in five years’ time. 
Whilst in office, we must trust that they inform themselves of the issues, listen to the 
arguments and make their decision. If this view seems over-optimistic, it is worth bearing in 
mind that chaplains to the Houses of Parliament do speak positively of the integrity of 
those who serve at Westminster. In deciding on matters of great importance, they are more 
trustworthy than the general public. That’s why they are there. 

 Second: human ignorance. A referendum asks ignorant people, like me, to decide on 
a complicated issue. Whilst it might be sensible to ask my advice on choosing hymns for a 
funeral, it makes no sense at all to ask me about the finances affecting Britain and Europe. I 
guess that many are in a similar state of ignorance. Some of those who voted, on both 
sides, will have taken the trouble to understand the issues, even though coming to different 
conclusions. Many, however, will have voted from prejudice – and “prejudice” means “pre-
judging, or making up your mind in advance”.  

If I visited a consultant over a medical problem, and he or she advised a certain 
course of treatment, I wouldn’t then ask those in the hospital waiting room for their 
opinion. I only ask the person who knows. The late and much-loved Laurie Nicholson, of our 
church, regarded a referendum as a government’s abrogation of responsibility. 
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                             February services in the Pocklington Group of Churches  

 Burnby 
 5th   9.15 am Family Communion (CW)  
 Great Givendale  
 12th   9.15 am Morning Prayer (BCP) 
 26th     9.15 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
 Hayton 
 5th      9.15 am Holy Communion (CW) 
 19th  9.15 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Huggate  
 5th         9.15 am All Age Worship  
 12th  9.15 am Morning Prayer (CW)  
 19th   9.15 am Holy Communion (CW) 
 26th   9.15 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Londesborough  
 5th      10.45 am  Morning Prayer (BCP) 
 12th  10.45 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 26th    10.45 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Millington 
 12th  9.15 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 26th   9.15 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Nunburnholme 
 5th    10.45 am  All Age Worship 
 19th  10.45 am Family Communion (CW) incl Baptism  
 
 Pocklington 
 5th     8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 5th     10.45 am  Family Communion (CW 
 12th  10.45 am Sung Eucharist (CW)  
 12th  4.00 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 19th   8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 19th     10.45 am Sung Eucharist (CW) 
 26th  10.45 am Sung Eucharist (CW) Baptism Follows 
 26th  4.00 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) 
  
                                                                              
 Shiptonthorpe 
 5th  10.45 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
 12th  10.45 am  All Age Worship 
 19th   10.45 am Morning Prayer (BCP) 
 26th  10.45 am  Family Communion (CW) 
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 PARISH REGISTERS 

 

 We have welcomed into the Christian Family through Baptism: 

  

 8th January  Penny Sophia Shipley  (Huggate) 

 

 

 

We have united in Marriage through the love of God 

 

 

 

 

 We have commended to God’s sure keeping with thanksgiving: 

 22nd December             Barbara Strangeway (York) 

 12th January                  Henry James Smith (Harry)  (York) 

 13th January                  Suzanne Asquith  (York Minster) 
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  PASTORAL SERVICES 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 
 

  To enquire about arrangements for these services  

  Please call at the Parish Office in the Church or phone 01759 306045  

  Office hours are Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1 pm 

                                        Scale of fees and charges for 2016 

 Baptisms  

 There is no fee for a service of Baptism  
 Certificate of Baptism, if required.  £13.00  
 

 Weddings  

 Publication of Banns.  £28.00 
 Certificate of Banns, if required.  £13.00 
 Marriage Service.  £424.00 
 Certificate of Marriage at registration.                       £4.00  
 Verger  £32.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Bells  £80.00 
 Heating   £55.00 

   
 
 Please note that an additional charge will be made if extra facilities are required. 

We regret that it is not always possible to come back into the Church for additional 

photographs after the service. 

 Funerals  

 Funeral service in Church, Cemetery or Crematorium  £182.00 
 Verger  £32.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Heating  £55.00 
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                                  A Prayer for the life of our Parishes and Churches  

O God ,make the door of this church wide enough to receive all who need human love and 
fellowship; narrow enough to shut out envy ,pride and strife. Make its threshold smooth 
enough to be no stumbling block for children, nor to straying feet, but rugged and strong to 
turn back the tempter’s power. God make the doorway of this house the entrance to your 
eternal kingdom. Amen 
 

                          Parish Church of All Saints, Pocklington 
                                       Church office 01759 306045 
          Office @allsaintspock.plus.com 

Electoral Roll Officer David Brown 305521 

Flower Team Contact Ann Theakston  302731 

Little Saints Leader  Kirsty Brooks 307453 

Magazine Editor  David Brown 305521 

Magazine Distribution Rowena Protheroe  304984 

Mothers Union Secretary Josie Penter 303062  

Organist and Choirmaster Michael Cooper  305929  

Parish Administrator Marilyn Hollingsworth 306045 

Pastoral Coordinator Bronnie Broadhurst  307479 

PCC Secretary Sue Currier  0740 1133219 

Planned Giving /Gift Aid                 Sue Currier  0740 1133219 

Treasurer David Brown  305521  

Verger                                                 Ian Ryder                                          318640  

For all Church and Meeting Room bookings  

 Contact the Parish Administrator at the Church Office Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1pm 

For more information about the Church, please visit our website 

                                             www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org 

                                                          www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk 

                                             www. pockflyingman.org.uk 

http://www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org/
http://www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk/

